EVANGELICAL INQUIRER. 


DAYTON, OHIO: VOL. 1 
}No. 12. MONDAY, MAY 2, (831. 

* There is one body, and one Spirit, as also ye are called in one 
hope of your calling : One Lord, one faith, one baplism, one God 
and Father of all, who is over all, and with all, and in” all Chris- 
tians.—PAUL the Apostle—MecKnigcht’s translation. 


The following communication from the celebrated 
John Leland, taken from the New York Baptist Re 
gister, we lay before our readers with pleasure, for 
two reasons:—the one because the Cincinnati Secta- 
rian Journal and many other papers have esserted his 
defection from Christianity; the other, the Baptist 


Chronicle and other Baptist papers, 
_ aware of Mr. Leland’s influence, have studiously en- 


deavored to represent him favorable tu their schemes 
and opposition to reformation. Will those papers, _ 
upon seeing this, be so honest as either to represent 
him a deist or bigotted sectarian? Eviror. 
Hon the New York Baptist Register. 

: ELDER JOHN LELAND. 

The prophecy of the Scripture, in old time, came 
not by the will of man; but holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost. The greatest 
advantage which the Jews had of other nations, was 
in having the oracles of God committed unto them. 
The New Testament is p:rt/y made out of the Old, by 
extracts. Whatever of the Old Testament is brought 
forward in the New Testament, and evangelized, is 
binding on Christians; but much of the Old Testa- 
ment was designed for the commonwealth of Israel. 
Ii this view of the subject, the New Testament may 
be considered the code of Christ’s laws. 

This hook is in existence. - It was written by some- 
body. Either bad menor good men were the authors. 
If bad men formed it, the law of nature is inverted; 
for men never form tortures fer themselves. The 
whole lump of vices is therein condemned, (priestcraft 
senong the rest,) even those crimes which the laws of 
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the State and the discipline of the Church canno: 
reach. It requires more marvellous faith to beliey. 
that bud men would write such a book, than it does) 
believe any thing therein contained. The presump. 
tion therefore is, that good men wrote it: if so, it mus 
be true, for a liaris not a good man: and if they spak. 
and wrote what is not true, it was dictated by the Holy 
Ghost, for so they tell us. This little book, whici, 
can be distinctly read over in fourteen hours, contain- 
ing, (by actual counting) 179,176* words, makes know: 
what God requires of us, which is daw; and what he 
will do for us, which is grace. 

The trinity of Christianity which includes something 
done for us without us; and something done for us:—is 
the only religion that ever met the guilty simner’s want, 
and brought relief for hiswoes. Yes, take Christi- 
anity in her virgin beauty, and she is the most inte. 
resting dame below heaven; indeed, there is none tha’ 
ranks above her in heaven. But take her as an insti- 
tute of state policy—clothed with a Jegal robe, with « 
warrant in one hand, and a sword and firebrand in thc 
other; and she is the most deformed, pestiferous hay 
above hell. When once a people have formed a sy>- 
tem of religion for themselves, (which, as citizens, tly 
have a right to do) and wish to enjoin it on other, 
(which they have no right to do) they will worship the 
work of their own hands, and cry, “Great is Diana of 
the Christians!” and if others dissent from their god- 
dess, they cry, “Heresy! blasphemy! away with them 
trom off the earth, for it is not fit that they should live!” 

The publication of my apeostacy, which has gone the 
rounds from Louisiana to Maine, you may, wish me 
either to confess or deny. I have been taught that i! 
was a principle in Chancery, for the accuser to prov 
his charge—and not forthe accused to prove his inno- 
cence. What proof is given of the charge! / how 


*The analysis, printed in some Bibles, is very erre 
neous in many of its items. which can be easily proved 
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ever taugat openly, and in private [ have said nothing ; why 
askest thou me? ask those who heard me. Whave been 
preaching Christ the only Saviour, for almost fifty- 
seven years, without any radical change of sentiment: 
and am still doing the same—not with the glow of 
heavenly zeal and demonstration that I wish for, but 
feebly recommending the blessed Jesus to every man. 
As it respects myself, the advertiscment has never giv- 
en me the least rufile of spirit; for I live in the belief 
thatjf I do not hurt myself,no one can hurt me. But 
ah, the character of a preacher, like glass,is easily 
broken; and when broken, cannot be made whole. It 
is in vain for churches or councils to attempt to hold 
up aman who has got no legs. 

The religion that a large body of the people in these 
northern regions admire, stands upon three legs: baby 
haptism—moral obligation to keep Sunday as_ holy 
time; religious societi¢s incorporated and legally taxed 
to build meeting houses and pay the preachers. As I 
am no great advocate for either of these legs, I have 
often been marked asa Deist. My method is if I meet 
a bull in the road, (a man that will reason fairly,) I 
contend for the path until I am fairly heaten out of it; 
but if I meet with a skunk, (a man that defames and 
misrepresents,) I yield the path at once, rather than 


_ contend with a combatant so disagreeable. 


If these remarks satisfy every body, or any body, 
that I am still a believer in Christianity, well ;—if not, 
let them send to Middletown, Conn. (where the alarm 
was first given,) and request the printer of the Gazette 
to publish the proofs,or the names of his informers 


which authorized him to publish what he did. 
JOHN LELAND. 


«INTERNAL EVIDENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 

Let us now examine what are those new precepisin 
this religion peculiarly corresponding with the new ob- 
ject of it, that is, pres us for the kingdom of hea- 
ven. Of these the chief are poorness of spirit. forgive- 
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ness of injuries, and charity to all men; to these we 
may add repentance, faith, self-abasement, and a de- 
tachment from the world, all moral duties peculiar to 
this religion, and absolutely necessary to the attaia 
ment of its end. : 7 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs is the king- 
dom of heaven.” (Matt. v,3.) By which poornes 
of spirit is to be understood a disposition of mind, meek, 
humble, submissive to power, void of ambition, patient 
of injurics, and free from all resentment. This was so 
new, and so opposite to the ideas of all Pagan mora 
ists, that they thouglit this temper of minda criminal 
and contemptible meanness, which must induce men 
to sacrifice the glory of their country, and heir own 
honor, to a shameful pusillanimity ; and such it appears 
to almost all who are called Christians even at this 
day, who not only reject it in practice, but disavow it 
in principle, notwithstanding this explicit declaration 
of their Master. We sce them revenging the smallest 
affronts by premeditated murder, as individuals, on 
principles of honor; and, in their national capacities, 
destroying each other with fire and sword, for the low - 
considerations of commercial interests, the balance of 
rival powers, or the ambition of princes. We see 
them with their last breath animating each other to a 
savage revenge, and, in the agenies of death, plunging 
with feeble arms their daggers into the hearts of their 
Opponents; and, what is still worse, we hear all these 
barbarisms celebrated by historians, flattered by poets, 
applauded in theatres, approved in senates, and even 
sanctified by pulpits. But universal practice cannot 
alter the nature of things, nor universal error change 
the nature of truth. Pride was not made for man, but 
humility, méekness, and resignation, that is, poorness ¢ 
spirit, was made for man, and properly belongs to his 
dependent and precarious situation; and ts the only 
disposition of mind, which can enable him to enjoy ease 
and quiet here and happinesshereafter. Yet was this 
“mporiant precept entirely unknown until it was pre 
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snulgated by him, who said, “Suffer little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not; for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven: Verily I say unto you, whoever 
shall not receive the kingdom of heaven ‘as a little 
child, he shall not enter therein.” (Matt. x, 14.) 
Another precept, equally new and no less excellent; 
fs forgiveness of injuries: “Ye have heard,” says Christ 
to his disciples, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and 
hate thine enemy; but Isay unto you, love your ene » 
mies; bless them that curse you, do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, 
and persecute you.” (Matt. v,43.) This was a lesson 
60 new, and so utterly unknown, till tanght by his doc- 
trines, and enforced by his example, thiat the wisest 
moralists of the wisest nations and ages represented 
the desire of revenge as a mark of a noble mind, and 
the accomplishment of it as one of the chief felicities 
attendant ona fortunate man. But how much nore 
magnanimous, how much more-beneficial to mankind, - 
is forgiveness! it is more magnanimous, because every 
cenerous and exalted disposition of the human mind is 


- requisite to the practice of it; for these alone can ena- 


ble us to bear the wrongs and insults of wickedness 
and folly with patience, and to look down on the per- 
petrators of them with pity, rather than indignation; 
these alone can teach us, that such are but a part of 
those sufferings allotted to us in this state of probation, 
and to know, that to overcome evil with good is the 
most glorious of all victories: it is the most beneficial, 
beeause this amiable conduct alone can put an end to 
an eternal succession of injuries and retaliations; for 
every retaliation becomes a new injury, and requires 
sana act of revenge for satisfaction. 

A third precept, first noticed and first enjoined by 
this institution, is charity toall men. What this is, we 
may best learn from this admirable description, paint- 
s in the following words; “Charity suffereth long, and 

kind.” 

Faith is another moral duty enjoined by this institu. 
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tion, of a species so new, that the philosophers of ant, 
quity had no werd expressive of this idea, nor any sucl, 
idea to be expressed ; for the Greek word pistir, which 
we translate faith, was never ‘used by any Pagan wri. 
ter, in a sense the least similar to that, to which it j. 
used in the New Testament: where in general it signi 
fies an humble, teachable, and candid disposition, » 
trust in God, and contidence in his promises; when ap 
plied particularly to Christianity, it means no mor 
thana belief of this single proposition, that Christ wa: 
the Son of God; that is, in the language of those wri- 
tings, the Messiah, who was foretold by the prophets, 
and expected by the Jews; who was sent by God into 
the world to preach righteousness, judgment, and evei- 
lasting life, and to die as an atonement for the sins 0: 
mankind. This was all that Christ required to be be- 
lieved by those who were willing to become his disci. © 
ples; he, who does not believe this, is not a Christian. 
and he who does, believes the whole that is essentia! 
to his profession, and all that is properly comprehen- 
ded under the name of faith. This unfortunate word 
has indeed been so tortured, and so misapplied to 
mean every absurdity, which artifice could impose 
upon ignorance, that it has lost all pretensions to the 
title of virtue; but if brought back to the simplicity o! 
its original signification, it well deserves that name, be- 
cause it usually arises from the most amiable disposi- 
lions, and is always a direct contrast to pride, obstinacy. 
aud self-conceit. If taken in thé extensive sense of an 
assent to the evidence of things not seen, it compre- 
hends the existence of a God, and a future state, and 
is therefore not only. itself a moral virtue, but the 
source from whence all others must proceed; for on 
the belief of these all religion and morality must en- 
tirelydepend. It cannot be altogether void of moral 
merit (as some will represent it,) because it is in a de- 
gree voluntary; for daily experience shows us, that 
men not only pretend to, but actually do believe and 
disbelieve any propositions, which best suit thei? 


EVANGBLICAL INQUIRDR, 971 


interests or inclinations, and unfeignedly change thei 
sincere opinions with their situations and circumstan- 
ces. Tor we have power over the mind’s eye, as well 
as over the body’s, to shut it against the strongest rays 
of truth and religion, whenever they become painful to 
us, and to open it again to the faint ylimmerings of 
scepticism and infidelity when we “love darkness rath- 
er than light, because our deeds are evil.” (John iii, 
(9.) And this, I think, sufficiently refutes all objec- 
tions to the moral nature of faith, drawn from the sup- 
position of its being quite involuntary, and necessarily 
dependent on the degree of evidence, which is offered 
to our understandings. | 

It cannot be denied, that the great author of the 
Christian institution first and singly ventured to op 
pose all the chief principles of pagan virtue, and to in- 
troduce a religion directly opposite to those erroneous, 
though long-established, opinions, both in its duties and 
in its object. The most celebrated virtues of the an- 
cients were high spirit, intrepid courage, and implaca- 
ble resentment. 

Impiger, iracundus, inexorabilis, acer, was the portrait 
of the most illustrious hero, drawn by one of the first 
poets of antiquity. To all these admired qualities, 
those ef a true Christian are an exact contrast; for 
this religion censtantly enjoins poorness of spirit, meek- 
ness, patience, and forgiveness of injuries. “But I say 
unto you, that ye resist not evil; but whoever shall 
smite thee on the right cheek, turn to him the other 
also.” (Matt. v, 39.) The favorite characters among 
the Pagans were, the turbulent, ambitious, and intre- 
pid, who through toilsand dangers acquired wealth, 
and spent it in luxury, magnificence, and corruption; 
but both these are equally adverse to the Christian 
system, which forbids ali extraordinary efforts to ob- 
tain wealth, care to secure, or thoughts concerning 
the enjoyment of it. “Lay not up for yourselves treas- 
ures on earth,” &e. Take no thought, saying, what 
shall we eat, or what shall we drink, or wherewithal 
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shall we be clothed? for after all these things do the 
Gentiles seck.” (Matt. vi. 31.) The chief object of 
the Pagans was immortal fame: for this, their poete 
sang, their heroes fought, and their patriots died; and 
this was hung out by their philosophers and legisia- 
tors as the great incitement to all noble and virtuous 
deeds. But what says the Christian legislator to his 
discipleson this subject? “Blessed are ye, when men 
shall revile you, and shall say all manner of evil against 
you for my sake; rejoice, and be exceedingly glad, for 
great is = reward in heaven.” (Matt. v.11.) So 
widely different is the genius of the Pagan and Chris- 
_ tian morality, that I will venture to affirm, that the 
most celebrated virtues ofthe former are more oppo- 
site to the spirit, and more inconsistent with the end 
of the latter, than even their most infamous vices; and 
thata Brutus wrenching vengeance out of his hands to 
whom alone it belongs, by murdering the oppressor of 
his country, or a Cato, murdering himself from an im- 

tience of control, leaves the world more unqualitied 
or, and more inadmissible into the kingdom of heaven, 
than even a Messalinia, or an Heliogabalus, with all 
their profligacy about them. 

Nothing, I believe, has so much contributed to cor- 
rupt the true spirit of the Christian institution, as that 
partiality, which we contract from our @arliest educa- 
tion for the manners of Pagan antiquity: from whence 
we learn to adopt every moral idea, which is repug- 
nant to it; to —. false virtues, which that disa- 
vows; to be guided by laws of honour, which that ab 
hors; to imitate characters, which that detests; and to 
behold heroes, patriots, conquerers, and suicides with 
admiration, whose conduct thatutterly condemns. 
From a coalition of these opposite principles was gen 
erated that monstrous system of cruelty and henevo- 
lence, of barbarism and civility, of rapine and justice, 
offighting and devotion, of revengeand generosity, 
which harrassed the world for several centuries with 


holy wars, knight-errantry, and single com 
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‘that in the course of a very few yearsit is spread over 


by the ministry only of an inconsiderable number of 
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bats, and even still retains influence enough, under the 
name of honour, to defeat the most beneficent ends 
of this holy institution. I mean not by this to pags any 
censure on the principles of valour, patriotism, or hon- 
our: they may be useful, and perhaps necessary, in the 
commerce and business of the present turbulent and 
imperfect state; and those who are actuated by them 
may be virtuous, honest, and even religious men: in 
all that I assert is, that they cannot be Christians. — A 
profligate may be a Christian, though a bad one, ber 
cause he may be overpowered by passions and tempta. 
tions, and his actions may contradict his principles; but 
a man, whose ruling principle is honour, however vit- 
tuous he may be, connot be a Christian, because he e- 
rects a standard of duty, and deliberately adheres to it, 
diametrically opposite to the whole tenor of that religion. q 
Nor was the propagation of this religion less extraor- ‘ 
dinary than the religion itself, or less above the reach Fi 
of all human power, than the discovery of it was above ; 
that ofall human understanding. Itiswell known, ; 


all the principle parts of Asia and of Europe, and this 


the most inconsiderable persons; that at this time Pa- 
— was in the highest repute, believed universally 

y the vulgar, and patronised by the great; that the 
wisest men of the wisest nations assisted at its sacrifi- z 
ces, and consulted its oracles on themost important 4 
occasions. Whether these were the tricks of the > 
priests or of the devil, is ofno consequence, as they 
were both equally unhkely to be converted, or over- q 
come; the fact is certain, that, inthe preaching of a 
few fishermen, their altars were deserted, and theit 
deities were dumb. This miracle they undoubtedly 
performed, whatever we may think of the rest: and 
this is surely sufficient to prove the authority of their 
commission; and to convinee us, that neither their ua 
dertaking nor the exeeution of it could possibly he~ 
their owe. | 
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TO THE ADVOCATES OF REFORMATION IN THE WES". 

That experience was the best and most infallible 
teacher of individuals, a life time or two could lhiave 
amply developed; but that bodies of men, whether po- 
litical or religious, could be thoroughly instructed only 
in the same school, was a truth notso soon perceived, 
the certainty of which, however, is every day increa-, 
singly evident. | 

To the church: this is intended as a lasting blessing. 
Her past experience, drawn out in the history of eigh- 
teen bana years, may teach her lessons taught with 
the same elearness no where else, and happy will every 
one be who profits by the review. 

Should a congregation of Jesus’ Christ discover in 
her bosom any of those principles styled by Joln in 
his first epistle, “the spirit of Anti-Christ,” the dark- 
ness of the past fifteen hundred years consequent on 
their gaining the ascendency, furms a monumental pil- 
lar hung around with: ignorance, mora} pollutions, per- 
secutions, sorrows and death, well calculated to make 
her cleave to the only preventative, hearing the words 
of the apostles. So also during the present struggle, 
every advocate for reformation must be convinced, 
that some malign influence has prevented the carrying 
out to their legitimate issue all past efforts to reform 
an apostate church and marred (well nigh) every thing 
that was excellent in them; convinced of this, by exa- 
‘mining the history of past times he may ascertain the 
cause or causes of such failure, and thus, by avoiding 
errors, gain for his own efforts a lasting and healthy 
existence. 

In the remarks to which the above are only prepa- 
ratory, I am not prompted by a fastidious or censorious 
spirit, and if any brother should, in the sequel of this 
communication, conclude that I am, I prefer bearing 
the wrong he would do me, sooner than not attempt to 
arouse the disciples in time, to what may be of real 
injury to a cause dearer to me than all beside. 

. From the “Evangelical Inquirer,” and “Christian 
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Examiner,’ both of which I generally read, 1 some 
months since obtained occasional information of several 
three days’ meetings proposed to be held at diifereng 
points in Ohio and Kentucky, at which, from what I 
could learn, it was expected that the most of those 
brethren who labor in public were to attend; and not 
doubting but there would be much enjoyment in cor- 
municating and worshipping with each otier, I should 
have been gratified often when it was not in my power 
to have assembled with you. Occasionally I heard of 
the submission of the rebels to our Messiah, and I de- 
lighted to join with heavenly messengers in rejoicing 
over areforming sinner. 

Here hovever I should observe, that while I did not 
know but at some points of our couniry, meetings of 


- this character might be well calculated. to break down 


prejudice by a regular investigation of subjccts, yet my 
settled conviction (which daily increases) being that it 
is rather by a steady perseverance in the christian in- 
stitutions by the congregation, than such efforts as those 
referred to above, that Messiah's kingdom was to be 
perpetuated, I rather assented to than advocated these 
assemblies; the few times 1 could attend I discovered 
niany things connected with, and growing out of them, 
toregrei, such as anencouragement to a display of 
finery and extravagance, even among the disciples, 
iittle suiting a period just preceding “the great and 
lerrible day of the Lord;” as wellasa depreciation of 
ihe weekly meetings of the disciples, in proportion as 
ihese meetings, where none but the teaching brethren 
were usually active, were appreciated and encouraged. 
These things I saw. And yet forthe present distress I - 
knew not but they were allowable, nor do I now, in a. 
dictatorial spirit pretend to put a negative upon the 
last term, but I desite to keep myself and the disciples 
‘stretching along the mark,” that neither they nor I de 
ny thing to retard a reformation so much needed as 
his to correct the morals of a professe dy religious com- 
aunity. One of these meetings was held last May, a¢ 
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Mayslick, Masen county Ky. On this oceasion, as j 
am informed, during a public conversation on the best 
plan of advancing the reformation, a distinguished dis- 
ciple who has imperriled as much as any other in the 
good cause, proceeded to show that three classes of |a- 
borers were needed in thefield. One to break down 
_ the walls of Babylon, another to announce the glad tj. 
dings and disciple men, and a third to embody, organ- 
ize and teach those discipled. This, as 1 have been 
informed, met with quite general acceptance among 
the bretbren present, so muchso indeed that one good 
brother announced that here was the very man (laying 
his hand on a brother's head) to employ in breakiig 
down Babel’s walls, however, my informant was 
not mistaken, one or two or more, thought this course 
unauthorized by the New Testament, and I did rejoice 
to hear they were of the young disciples, may there be 
many such when our heads are in the dust,and ex- 
pressed themselves in substance as follows; “That until 
now they had aiways understood the command to be, 
‘come out of her my people, but now to their surprise it 
appeared the¥ were to turn round and break down 
Babel’s walls, that to them it seemed more consistent 
with the New Testament to follow the example of the 
ancient Jews leaving Babel,to labor in rebuilding Je- 
rusalem, while they should each bear theirisword tode- 
fend their work.” One of them probably stated that 
he conceived the congregation to be that machine inter- 
ded to revolutionize the world; accordingly he concei- 
ved the use the public bretiiren were to be at the pres 
ent time, was to regulate this machine arid set it iw 
operation, by organizing the disciples according to the 
oracles. Now brethren my heart did rejoice when | 
was told that di-ciples did use this liberty with 
their public brethres witout offending them. Wel! 
not to be too tedio.« tos occurrence made me more 
thoughtful of th. of Meetings thas be 
fore, but this Gi Lavecaused this comme 
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nication; another matter which I now narrate has 
caused this address. | 
It is proposed, and that too by some of those who 
have been, from what I have heard, among the most 
successful advocates for a reformation, that it would 
be advancing the cause of reform to issue a circular to 
the congregations and public brethren in opposition 
to the tradition of the fathers, requesting them all te 
meet at some point to be agreed on, in order to their 
coming to some ,kind of uniformity in their practice 
and genera] course of procedure ; this I am told meets 
with some advocates, and this I] confess has alarmed 
me. It would be utterly impossible for a meeting of 
such character as is here proposed to be represented 
in such harmless colors as to induce me not to attempt 
the dissuading these brethren from such a course; 
much enjoyment they may have in worshipping togeth- 
er, but all beyond thisis quicksands and reefs of rocks, 
and when I see this proposition growing out of the 
three day meetings before referred to, I am only the 
more convinced that the only plan on which the chil- 
dren of God can even worship with safety, is to wor- 
ship in strictest accordance with His word. 
would ask such brethren what good can come of 


‘ such agreement, ifit be made? Is not all courage 


and every other principle merely fictitious in the chris- 
tian that does not grow, solely, out of an acquaintance 
with, and being under the influence of, the truth Is 
it not a lamentable trath, that there is such an igno- 
‘ance of God’s word, as to the practice of a christian 
congregation, growing out of the Anti-Christian prac- 
tice of past times, that ifeven those who assemble for 
that purpose never to come to a scriptural agreement, 
yet many at home would not. be intelligent enough in 
the oracles to apprehend the propriety of such a course 
as they require?) We have heard it said that the 
Augsburg Jiiet didmot meet to imposea creed on 
any; and yet as harmless as it appeared in its origin, 
din not the Augsburg confession, clothed with authori- 
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tative power, emanate from thence? The “Philadel- 
phia Baptist Confession,” as we know, did not origi- 
nate in the spirit to which it has been made subservi- 
ent in the west. These suggestions are made out of 
love to you, brethren in a common cause. Let our 
public teaching brethren go on to remove by their la- 
bors the mists which overhang the minds of the unin- 
formed, to spread the glad news of pardon through the 
name of the Messiah. Instead of their great assem- 
blies, during which a considerable part of the teaching 
brethren must remain idle, would it not be well for 
them, following the dictates of sound sense and the 
example of their Master, to go out two and two, an- 
nouncing the reformation, and urging it by the certain 
approach of the “great and terrible day of the Lord.” 

o urge thedisciples, not so much to gather out to 
their exhibitions, as to gather round and obey the 
words of the Apostles and the institutions of Jesus 
Christ. It would not be long, that two congregations, 
however remote from each other,would thus meet 
simply to search, in order to know God’s will, that 
they might with alacrity perform it, before there 
would be found a great uniformity in every thing cal- 
culated to produce “righteousness, joy and peace in a 
Holy Spirit.” By such a course as this the teachers 
would not have those temptations which stand connect- 
ed with the popular ideas of a three or four days’ meet- 
ing to prompt them to produce a fictitious excitement 
sooner than none at all; for it is a known fact, that 
whenever the advocates of any cause appoint a four 
days’ meeting, the cause there advocated, is, in popu- 
lar estimation, decided very much by the success in 
proselyting to that cause during the meeting. Thus 
an anti-scriptural course (as indeed every such course 
_ will) throws a burthen on the cause which none of its 
enemies can throw upon it. - 

Let us dear brethren, wherever we are scattered 
through the congregations of Christ, stand in the way 
and inquire for the old paths, then walking in them we 
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the Inquirer was issued, its operations would probably 


_edly be asked. To this I answer—engagements al- 


department) offers no apology. The editor would 
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shall have his presence, which is life, and his loving 
kindness which is better than life. Then it shall be. 
as once it was, that the Lord shall add (not merely 
every ten, or seven years, nor monthly, nor yet week- 
ly, but) daily such as are saved with an everlasting 
salvation. That this happy period may be soon re- 
stored, is the prayer of your brother in hope of a radi- 
cal 


VALEDICTORY ADDRESS, 
- In our last No. we intimated that after this No. of 


be suspended—for the present at least. We have 
settled upon this determination. : 
Why suspend your publication so soon? will undoubt- 


ready contracted forbid the devotion of much time to 
any pursuit, that yields little or no pecuniary recom- 
nse: and such is precisely the state of the Inquirer. 

he responsibility, anxiety and labor attending such a 
publication, constitute no trifling burden. ‘Therefore 
all things considered, the editor is con.pelled to desist 
at present; not however withouta hope, that some 
auspicious circumstances may ‘again introduce the In- 
quirer to a reflecting and inquiring public. 

From the first we were aware that one year was in- 
sufficient to fill the draft sketched out in the prospec- 
tus, and experience has proved that our anticipations 
were correct. Yet much has been done and the foun- 
dation of a useful work was probably as well laid as it 
would be, had we it todo over again; but as the foun- 
dation without the superstructure so this work is in- 
complete without the two or three volumes that were 
to have succeeded. Upon a review of the whole, we 
see the imperfection of human effort, but cannot say 
which one of all the pieces published, should be ex- 
cluded, if any. The manner claims the indulgence of 
our readers, but the matter (at least of the editorial] 
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with the enemies of reformation to know, and jt: 
friends rejoice to know, that he is more confirmed in 
his course than ever and will still employ his energie: 
in some way for the furtherance of the cause. 

The reformation is still progressing and the multi. 
plication of periodicals must contribute to the disci- 
pling and confirmation of converts. The brethren 
will suffer the editor retiring for a while from one of 
the stations he has occupied, to exhort them to sustain - 
those well conducted works, which, in their develope: 
ments unite the Spirit, truth and practice of the refor- 
mation. | | 

That Sectarianism Gls the description of one of the 
limbs of Anti-Christ, is with me, every day more indu- 
bitable. Its genius and all the little arts and great 
political influences that contribute to its support are: 
alike opposed to the spirit of our free institutions and 
the constitution of Christians—the word of the Lord. 
No one, that reflects, can help seeing the deformity 
of this monster and the impropriety of sustaining it 
upon the vitals of the community: yet it, like the 
drones of every hive, lives at the expense of all that 
in society is dear and every thing that as it regards in- 
dividual comfort is valuable, Few are aware of the ex- 
tensive evil of sectarianism. Asa morbid affection viti- 
ates the animal economy and disinclines to proper dict 
and employment: sothis canker of the soul destroys the 
spiritual vision, relish and healthful susceptibilities of 
the mind. As is the case in the existence of chronic 
disease, so this religious leprosy, where it exists, dis- 
the poor patient (sufferer) to appreciate either 
the state, exercise or enjoyments of religious freedom. 
The slave cannot distinguish between liberty and li- 
centiousness. Liberty with him amounts to no law 
and an unqualified license to sin. Thus a community, 
sectarianized already, knows not how it coald religious- 
ly exist without their human assistances—their creeds, 
ecclesiastic courts, &c: They see no neutral ground 
between sectarianism and infidelity. Guperstitious 
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slavery or release from all religious obligation are theit 
only alternatives—the two very extremes that Jesus 
and all his apostles studiously opposed. Tne noox 
(bible) and all the writers in it, occupy the ground our 
sectarian brethren have not seen or have always avoid- 
ed. The kings of England, like all other kings, inva- 
riably maintained that all liberty transcending the pro- 
visions of the bills of rights or grants to partial freedom, 
bestowed by them upon the people, was destructive to 
order. Yet the British constitution (these grants of 
liberty) after growing more liberal for centuries, is at 
this time causing the population subject to it, to groan 
for the adoption of a betterone. Sectarians possessing 
the vantage ground argue like these kings; and the 
people who are wise to their interests, groan under 
their oppressions. This being tlie state of things, a 
reformer an advocate of general amelioration and uni- 
versal order, is published by the tongue of slander and 
punished witli pious anathemas as a disorganizer, fac- 
tionist or infidel. He is seldom addressed with morc 
convincing arguments than hard words or deadly 
blows. 
These reasons induced the editor to commence this 
work and contribute his mite to the destruction of this 
baleful influence. Let the reader calculate the amount 
of time, money and even life, that has been consumed 
by the sects in their wars and disputes, and he will per- 
ceive that the language of this paper has not been. toe 
severe nor the impression of the extent of the evil upon 
the editor’s mind too deep and lasting. Let the rea- 
der compare the abovementioned calculation with an 
‘estimate of all the lost time, money, lives and other 
evils that would have been the consequences of there 
being no factions, creeds, high courts, successors of 
the apostles, &c.: and he will exhonerate the editor 
still further. | 
If the church had never been sectarianized, the king- 
dom secularized, the Bible creedized and the clergy 
exalted, there would have been a saving of rivers of 
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blood and the wealth of continents during the last fif. 
teen hundred years: and yet the degraded church is 
unwilling to be reformed. | 

It was my design to have furnished the readers of 
the Inquirer with the analysis of some of the sacred 
writings and numerous expositions of different parts 
of them. Indeed in compliance with numerous solici- 
tations, I went so far a few months since as to issue a 

rospectus for a more extended work, to appear weck- 
+ in Cincinnati: which prospectus, | however re 
called, almost as soon as published. The reasons that 
caused the suspension of this, prevented the appear 
ance of that periodical. 

Among my readers there are many belonging toall 
the sects, some of whom are at a loss to know what 
are my sentiments, because they cannot find in my 
coat of arms a weapon of one faction or a stripe of one 
of their standards; and numerous queries have been 
presented to myself and my friends concerning m 


¥ opinions. I answer, I believe all the = teac 


to theman who uses the same system of interpreta- 
tion to understand it, that he applies to any intelligent 
and intelligible composition of equal antiquity; that 
Jesus Christ is the Messiah of the prophets, the Son of 
God and the Saviour of men; that he was sent to en- 
lighten the inhabitants of the earth with his precepts, 
control them with his righteous authority and to soften 
them into humility with his spirit; that he came once 
with asin-oflering for human transgressors and a scheme 
of salvation suited to this state of probation, and that 
he will come a second time to judge and execute accor- 
ding to his decisions, or according to the merit and 
demerit of the judged. Finally, that the inalienable 
consequence of holiness is happiness, and that sin as 
naturally results in the want of it. All this is written 
in the Bible and I merely write it out here for the satis- 
faction of those who do not know to what sect I belong. 
Among my essays I designed to have many on the 


h 


EVANGELICAL INQUIRER. 063 


order of things were only preparatory. Many other 
subjects were left unfinished, especially the essays on 
the gospel, the requirements of which would have been 
— in succeeding numbers, had they been is- 
sued. 

Now to my brethren who have favored this little 
instrument of instruction with a careful reading, let me 
say, persevere in the good way of reformation. If ma- 
jority in votes, anathemas of councils, &c. are to decide 
the case against you, be encouraged, for the tame and 
fickle populace have often execrated the best of men 
whom they lately lauded; and sin has always counted 
more noses than holiness. Keep the importance of 
your cause and the interest of your character and des- 
tiny m lively remembrance by the exercise of the 
purest devotion and most assiduous attention to your 
diversified duties. Let us strive te attain the great 
aim of the first apostle—a conscience void of offence 
toward God and man. EXERT YOURSELVES. 

To. those kind readers who, though they have felt 
sufficient interest in the matters discussed to give this ; 
work a perusal, have not possessed the fortitude re- 
quisite to espouse the Redeemer of our race by ac- 
knowledging him, it is but due that I should give my 

arting advice. I couch it in the following form. 
Wihevses, God by an exercise of his sovereign good 
pleasure, has conferred on you the privilege of recon- 
ciliation to himself by enlisting in the service of the 
son of his love; and whereas the Son of God has dis- 
closed the extent of his affection most unequivocally in 
his sufferings and death; aud whereas he is to judge 
the living and dead, vicious and virtuous, in strictest 
justice; gratitude, duty and interest, combine to in- 
{reat and enforce submission to our Lord, the boast of 
our nature, by immersion in his name and subsequent 
and continued obedience. 1 have more to say, but my 
limits forbid. Lpiror. 
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EXHORTATION—No. III]. 

ness. Religion is a word much misunder- 
stood. It imports the means by which we are bound 
to God. The Jews were bound to God, under Moses 
by the law, all the faithful were by Christ. Hence 
the Jewish and Christian religions. By. some unac. 
countable means cheerfulness has been discarded by 
many christians as contrary to their duty to God and 
inimical to the consideration of those serious subjects 
involved in religion. Is there any thing mournful in 
the character of God? If not, our obedience to him 
will not tend to make us confirmed anchorites. 

No system that does not develope the faculties of 
man to the best advantage can be of God; and that 
cheerfulness is essential to that developement and to 
the correct performance of most duties, is easy of de- 
monstration. Deepened melancholy has the charmof 
romance, but most usually terminates in. crimes that 
require the darkness of night and sorrow of spirit. 
Fanaticism and superstition in the excess of emotion 
which they create, both destroy moral principles and 
lead to perpetrations at which their unhappy subjects 
would have recoiled while possessed of their reason. 

More would have beén written on this subject, but 
our limits forbid it. Epiror. 


NOTICE. 
Several complete setts of the Evangelical Inquirer 
can be had forone dollar per af application, post 
paid, to the Editor. Six setts wi | be furnished for 
five dollars, and thirteen for ten dollars. They can 
be bound at little expense. It is hoped that delinquent 
subscribers and agents will recollect our a 
ITOR. 
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